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Greetings, hello, Konnichiwa,  Ni Hao,  Namaste,  Selamat Datang,  Ahn Nyeong,  Sawa DeeKa
 to all National Presidents, OMEP members, colleagues and friends
May 2012                

 In this eNews 
· 1. Greetings from the Asia Pacific Region VP

· 2.Annual Reports
·    3. International Journal of Early Childhood., IJEC
· 4. World Assembly and Symposium, Brazil 2012
1.   Greetings. hello,  Konnichiwa,  Ni Hao,  Namaste,     Selamat Datang,  Ahn Nyeong,  Sawa DeeKa  to all National Presidents , their boards and committees.        .       
Many of our members are preparing to travel to the World Assembly (17-18 July) and Symposium (18 – 21 July) kindly hosted by OMEP Brazil.  You will have read in our World President’s Newsletter #54 that Nurper Ulker, Chief of ECD Unit UNICEF will be attending the World Assembly to explain how OMEP and ECE may be involved in the United Nations post Millennium Development Goals, particularly the ESD goals.   This is an exciting development.

Submission of Proxy Votes and nominations for Honorary Members is now urgent.  These may be sent to me or to the World Secretariat Lisbetth Soderberg.  lisbetth.soderberg@ped.gu.se   Nominations for the Asia Pacific Vice President’s position close on 31 May.  
Five countries in our region are involved in the Asia Pacific Pedagogical Research.  Plans are in place to publish a dedicated IJEC to the Pedagogical Research in 2013.  
The ESD Research continues to provide a guide for action and some of our members are involved in the WASH from the Start project.   Global Hand-washing day, 18 October, is an opportunity for everyone to take some action.  
2012 is a significant year for the Asia Pacific Region as we welcome a new Asia Pacific Region Vice President.   I will stand down after 6 amazing years in the position.  Over the six years we have been fortunate to have had Annual Asia Pacific Assemblies in Korea (2007) Thailand (2008) Singapore (2009).  Our Annual Assembly was held alongside the World Congress in Sweden in 2010 and in 2011 we meet in Hong Kong.  Sadly we have not had a dedicated Asia Pacific Assembly and Conference in 2012 however I look forward to 2013 when we can combine the AP Annual Assembly with the World Congress in Shanghai.  It is customary practice to combine Regional Assemblies with the 3 yearly World Congress given that the Congress is a much larger event than the intervening World Assemblies.  
In this my last newsletter I wish to thank all National Presidents and OMEP members in our region for the support and help I have had during the last six years.  The years have been punctuated with many achievements.  In particular the communication and exchange between OMEP members in our region has increased and strengthened and this is a heartening development.  
I wish you all well for the future and I look forward to continuing my involvement in OMEP beyond 2012.  In particular I will be attending the World Congress in Shanghai in 2013 – a happy opportunity to catch up with those who are unable to attend the 2012 World Assembly in Brazil.  

Thanks to you all for a fabulous six years.

I wish all the wonderful people who are ‘OMEP’ well for the future.
Doreen Launder

OMEP Vice President

Asia Pacific Region
· 2.  Asia Pacific Region Annual Reports  2011
I am happy to report that I received 12 Annual Reports out of 14 member countries in our Region.  

Thanks to those who sent directory lists of names.  Keeping the directory up-to-date is critical to communication across our region.  Please check that the names and emails below are correct as these will be submitted to the World Secretariat for entry on the OMEP World Directory.  Those countries with only one name please send at least one more contact name and email address to me.
Aotearoa/NZ:  
President:  Hilary Alach
     
 hilarya@ihug.co.nz
Vice President:   Diti Hill                    d.hill@auckland.ac.nz
Correspond. Sec: Margaret  Nichols   sec.omep@gmail.com
P.R. China: 
President: Prof Lijuan Pang

lijuanpang@163.com
Secretary : Dr Ye Zi


yezi71@263.net
Hong Kong: 
President : Dr Maggie Koong

mkoong@victoria.edu.hk
India Preparatory: 
President : Reeta Sonwat

reeta.sonwat@gmail.com
Vice President: Nitya Ramaswami
Nitya5558@gmail.com
Secretary : Mr Sumeet Mehta

Sumeet@zeelearn.com


Indonesia: 
President: Rasfiati D. Iskarno

rasfiati@yahoo.com
Japan:

President:  Ms Toshiko Kanada
kaneda123@hotmail.co.jp
Vice President
: Ms Kiyomi Ogawa
ogawak@tcu.ac.jp
Vice President: Dr Haomi Hiura
nhiura@kwansei.ac.jp
Sec. Gen: Ms Nobuko Kamigaichi
kamigaichi.nobuko@nifty.com
P.R. K orea: 
President: Dr Soon-Lye Lee

leesl@kangnam.ac.kr
Vice President
: Dr Eun-Hye Park
ehparkh@weha.ac.kr
Vice Pres: Dr Dae-Ryeon Chung
cdryun@dongduk.ac.kr
Malaysia
President: Ms Ruth Liew
ruthwah@yahoo.com
Pres Elect Sau Peng Ng Liewspliew33@yahoo.com
Pakistan
Pres: Noushad Ahmed Khan
omep_pakistan@yahoo.com
Singapore: 
President: Hui-Ling Chua
hlingc@singnet.com.sg
Bd Member: Audrey Lim
audrey.lim@nie.edu.sg
Bd Member: Jenny Kwek
jenny@kweky.com
Bd Member: Lilly Wong
lwong@alsauc.edu.sg
Bd Member: Susan Ho     
joewe@singnet.com.sg
Sri Lanka 
Pres: Dr.C.A.Samradivakara     divakara_me@yahoo.com
Thailand
Pres: Dr Udomluck Kulapichitr udomluck.k@chula.ac.th


A brief summary of the Reports :

Thanks are extended to National Presidents for following the 4 reporting framework questions.  All reports provide information on their work in ESD. This helps us to provide a clear message to UNICEF of OMEP’S work, in relation to the Millennium Development Goals.  
Critical news received under the heading Main Activities is wide ranging with some key themes emerging across our region.  
One clear message from the reports is the strengthening recognition of early childhood education by several Governments.  This is happening in P.R. China, (the 12th five year plan gives attention to policy and development of ECE, particularly in poor rural areas); Thailand, (development and implementation of Quality Standards for Early Childhood Education institutions serving children from birth to 6 years); Indonesia, (the establishment of a Directorate of ECE.  OMEP Indonesia has responded with workshops and guidance for rural ECE services); OMEP Malaysia (is supported by UNICEF to prepare Malaysia’s first NGOs’ CRC Shadow Report that will be presented to UNICEF alongside   the Government report) Sri Lanka’s (guidelines for ESD in ECE were submitted to the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Child Welfare and provincial Ministries of Education with positive response and support for implementation, including the development of a handbook for ECE services).  On the other side of these developments Aotearoa/NZ spent much of 2011 lobbying and writing submissions to their Government to halt, or at least modify the reduction in funding and services for ECE.
Exchange visits and contact across the region featured in the reports: Singapore reported two-way exchange with Korea and a joint ESD project with Brisbane, Australia, A/NZ continues to maintain contact with PR China. Hong Kong and PR China have ongoing exchanges.
All 12 reports recorded professional workshops, and/or conferences and symposia, teacher training and family support during 2011.  This work is much appreciated in the continuing drive to increase the quality of ECE across the region.  Thanks to you all for your continuing hard work.
Books have been published in Japan, (a picture book on children’s rights);  Sri Lanka, (is publishing Guidelines for ESD); Aotearoa/NZ Ministry of Education and UNICEF published a book for children, adults and the community, entitled For Each and Every Child, that focuses on the  CRC.  Research is a major activity across the region.  All reports refer to research projects across a range of topics.
The above is but a sample of the rich material presented in the 2011 reports.  The reports will be presented and sent in CD form to all National Presidents for distribution within each OMEP member country.  I wish you all happy reading.
Finally thanks to National Presidents who submitted statistical information for 2011.  OMEP is underpinned by strong democratic principles and the statistics remind us of this.  For example one question asks Member Countries to provide the date of the next National Committee Election of the President and the National Board Members.  OMEP is strengthened by distributed and managed succession leadership and governance. The OMEP World Constitution is the foundation document and management and administrative guide for all OMEP member countries.  It can be down loaded from the World Website www.omep.org.gu.se  
From my perspective I am happy to report that the future of OMEP in the Asia Pacific Region is sound.  I am pleased to welcome a new committee that is currently being formed in Malaysia and to continue to support India to become a full member as they develop their Constitution.  
   3.  International Journal of Early Childhood (IJEC)
IJEC Vol 44 Number 1 2012, is now available. http://www.springer.com/education+%26+language/journal/13158  http://www.pringerlink.com/content/0020-  7187/43/1/
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Contents are:
1. Opening Spaces for Dialogue and Re-Envisioning Children’s Bathrooms in Pre-school: Practitioner Research with Children on a Sensitive and Neglected Area of Concern.   Z. millei J.Gallagher
2. The Tension between Parent’s Informed Choice and School Transparency: Consumerism in Hong Kong Education Voucher System.  K.H.Fung, C.C Lam

3. Children and Teachers as Partners in Communication: Focus on Spacious and Narrow Interactional Patterns.  
B. Bae

4. Mathematically Relevant Input During Play of a Caregiver with a Visual Impairment and her Toddler. 

J.Lee, D.Kotsopoulos, C.A. Stordy
5. The Mathematical Competencies of Toddlers Expressed in Play and Daily Life Activities in Norwegian Kindergartens.

E. Reikeras, I.K. Loge, A.M.Knivsberg.

Check out the IJEC now
·     4. World Assembly and Symposium, Brazil 2012

             The place of be in 2012                                           




     OMEP World Assembly & Symposium, 

Brazil 2012, July.
Campo Grande – MS Brazil

17 & 18 July: OMEP World Assembly

19, 20 & 21 July: World Symposium: (Reg 18 July)
Conference Theme:

Early Childhood in the 21st Century: Children’s Right to Explore, Play, Live and Learn about the World around them. 

http://www.omep.org.br/omep2012
I look forward to seeing you all in Brazil.
Warm regards and blessings to you all 
Doreen Launder

OMEP Vice President

Asia Pacific Region
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